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  The cooking team in the kitchen pre-
pared some yummy food – even catering 
for different needs.  The bouncy castle 
was very popular with many of the kids.  
As well as our faithful long term helpers, 
we had the support of two special 
groups: the Flower Committee by Rita 
Poulter and Fairtrade by Lesley Hender-
son. And last but not least, thanks to 
Keith Ross for sharing the Easter Story 
and singing beautifully with the kids. 
 
  At the end we had an Easter video 
presentation with Zack, 6 years old as 
the narrator and a funny and friendly 
Easter Quiz. 
 
  Our next event will be organizing the 
float for our Gala day in May and prepa-
ration for Midsummer Madness in July.  
 

Jo Dalrymple  

 Messy Easter 2016    
                               
  The Angel rolled the Stone away – 
Jesus is Alive – What a happy day!  
 
  “I like the parachute,” said Ruby.  
Ruby is the sister of Aimee Penny 
Smith, who was baptised in the 
church last October.  The Smiths are 
a young family who started to come to 
Messy Church in September last year 
and have become regular attenders. 
 
  We had 85 people in the building - 
including 16 helpers.  A huge thanks 
to all of you who worked hard in help-
ing with this Messy Church.  
 
  The children learned the song 'The 
angel rolled the stone away‘ and had 
the chance to roll a huge beach ball in 
the parachute.  We had about 30 
noisy children holding the parachute 
who could hardly hear what was be-
ing said.  It was Messy and fun!  
 



  Spring Cleaning? 
 

There will be a collection for Fresh Start on 
the following dates. 
  
Friday 8th April             10.00am - 12noon 
Saturday 9th April.        10.00am - 12noon 
Sunday 10th April.         09.30am- 12noon 
 

  Donations of household goods In good, 
clean condition gratefully received as are 
donations of cleaning materials. 
 

  Offers of help on any of the above dates 
and for van loading on Monday 11th April 
also gratefully received. 
 
      
 
 
   
 
 
 
Please contact Maureen Woodburn on 449 
6343 or Lesley Burt on 449 4314. 

Delicious light lunches, snacks and 
 tempting treats.  
Tuesday-Friday  
9.30am-2pm 
Farmers’ Market Saturdays  
9.30am-12.30pm 

 Fair Busy weekend 
 

  Many thanks to all who so generously 
supported both the 5 March event in 
the Parish Church Halls, and the con-
tinuing ‘Big Breakfasts’ throughout 
Fairtrade Fortnight, at The Mill and at 
Vanilla Pod.  The many wonderful 
Guild and other homebakers and help-
ers, as well as Mill staff, and all the 
customers, helped Balerno play a  part 
in the UK-wide ‘Big Breakfast‘, which 
aimed to highlight the struggle many 
world farmers still have, while they 
feed us, to feed their own families year
-round too. To-date we know of nearly 
300 Fairtrade breakfasts locally, 
though few as sporting as Mr Ross’s 
banana on horseback! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Parents were rightly proud of Dean 
Park’s prizewinning artists and their 
lovely designs for a ‘Balerno Fairtrade 
Village Group’ logo - and the baking, 
refreshments, children’s activities, 
hampers, and beautiful FT craft/food 
stalls made for a great morning. 
 

  Even though not mainly about money-
making, in addition to the FT stalls tak-
ings, £550 will be shared from this 
event between Mary’s Meals and the 
Manzini Trust (Swaziland), founders of 
the famous Eswatini Kitchen. 
 

  This is ‘a work in progress’, with 
Balerno Parish Church’s support as 
vital a part of this village’s contribution 
now as ever it was. Thank you so 
much again for sticking with it. 

 

Lesley Henderson 
for Balerno Fairtrade Village Group 

   



Christian Aid Week 2016 
 

  Christian Aid Week runs between 15th 
and 21st May 2016. 
 

  More than half last year's Christian Aid 
Week total of £11million was raised from 
house-to-house collections like the one 
we run in Balerno Parish. If you'd like to 
join in this year, please get in touch with 
rowena.stewart@ed.ac.uk;  
or call Rowena on 449 9499.  

  Reasons you may want to get involved, 
include contributing to the flood-proofing 
of single-room, corrugated-iron homes of 
those who have to live in islands in the 
middle of the Brahmaputra River in 
Bangladesh.  
 

  More details on this can be found at 
www.caweek.org/story  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If you would like to contribute before the 
week itself and are a collector of recipes, 
prayers or examples of development 
and aid in action in agriculture and farm-
ing (who isn't?), there will be some cop-
ies of "FOOD: Recipes for change" avail-
able at the baking stall on the second 
Sunday of the month. 

 PPPPick up a ticket 

Penguins and More! 

  Discounted tickets for Edinburgh Zoo 
are now available from Margaret Prin-
gle 449 7888.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  There are a limited number of tickets 
available, so don’t delay! 

 

 

April Afternoon Service 
 
There will be an Afternoon Service in 
the Church on Sunday, April 3rd at 
2.30pm; followed by a time of Fellow-
ship. 
 
If you, or someone you know, would 
like this shorter service, do come along 
& enjoy time to chat afterwards with 
refreshments. 



The Stamp of Success 
 

  The Church of Scotland stamp appeal 
in 2015 for HIV Aids Programme raised 
£3100. 
 

  This year the Stamp Project will sup-
port a recently opened Eco-Spirituality 
Centre in Othara, South India, under 
the auspices of the Church of South 
India. The money will be used for the 
harvesting and re-use of rain water, the 
establishment of a bio-gas plant to 
power the kitchens and the develop-
ment of a small dairy and chicken farm 
for native breeds.  

 
  Because of the use of emails, there 
are not now so many stamps from en-
velopes after those from the Christmas 
Card envelopes have been collected. I 
am particularly keen to get more 
POSTCARDS. So long as there is no 
private material, it would be good to get 
the postcards complete, rather than the 
stamps cut out. 
 

  Also, would those Church members 
who kindly support the work tell friends 
who may not see the Church screen 
notice to cut out stamps using scissors 
and give only the stamps with a mar-
gin. Finally, my thanks for all your 
stamps and postcards donated. 

 
Ronnie Crichton 

   

Balerno Village Screen 

  Balerno Village Screen screenings in 
April are as follows: 
 

Friday 15th 7.30pm “Suffragette“ (12a) 
Saturday 16th 2:30pm  “ET” (U)  
Saturday 16th 7.30pm “Brooklyn “ (12a) 
All screening in St Joseph’s. 
 

Tickets are available from The Mill Cafe, 
St Joseph’s, Balerno and via the website 
at www.balernovillagescreen.com 
 
 
 

Water of Leith Ryder Cup 
 

  This annual match between Balerno 
Parish Church and Juniper Green Parish 
Church takes place at Baberton Golf 
Club on Thursday 2nd June at 1.30 p.m. 
 

  If you enjoy a game of golf, you are 
warmly invited to join the Balerno 
Church team for the match. The four-ball 
games will be followed by a meal in the 
clubhouse. 
  
  Anyone interested in taking part, 
please contact William Wallace at 
wmkwallace@aol.com or on 449 2951.  
Please indicate your handicap (if you 
have one) and whether you are a  
Baberton member.  
 



 

Need a helping hand?  
   

  Do you need help with shopping, 
house-work or transport?  If so, 
please contact either Joyce Mitchell 
(449 4680), Beate Dennis (453 5682), 
Adele Higham (478 2126) or Dorothy 
Simpson (449 5105).  
 
  We are all 
happy to hear 
from you.  
 

 Blooming marvellous 
  

  Spring is here, or so we all continue to 
hope, and once again our thoughts turn 
to our gardens.  With this in mind Mission 
and Outreach will once again be organis-
ing plant sales on the Farmers Market 
days, 14th May and 11th June 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Every year we receive fantastic dona-
tions of plants from members of the con-
gregation and once again we are asking 
that if you are planting seeds in your 
greenhouse please plant a few extra and 
if you are splitting plants please remem-
ber us.  All donations can be made on 
the day of the plant sale from 9:00am.  
Green is good. 

 
 
 

Creative in the Kitchen? 
 

The popular Homebaking Table is in 
place on the second Sunday of the 
month all the way through to June. A big 
thank you to everybody who has support-
ed this in the past by baking, helping and 
giving donations.  
 

  Last year, over five Sundays, £462 was 
raised which went to the Fabric Fund and 
latterly the Acorn Initiative. If you would 
like to contribute baking, jam, marmalade 
or tablet for any of the Sundays please 
contact Sandra Lyall 449 4375 or san-
dralyall@hotmail 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
   
This group meets every second Sat-
urday of the odd numbered months 
i.e. January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November. It meets in 
the Shepherd Room in the St. Jo-
seph’s Centre between 10:30am and 
noon. 

   The group chat over coffee and 
cake and support one another in their 
journey. You would be made most 
welcome. For further information 
please contact Marion Wallace on 
449 2951. 
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 Guild Update 

 On the evening of Wednesday 2nd 
March, Balerno Church Guild hosted 
the Joint Valley Meeting. Representa-
tives from Guilds in Currie, Craiglock-
hart, St Nicolas Sighthill and Slateford/
Longstone joined us in the Church. 
Nancy Ross, assisted by Betty McTag-
gart, welcomed them at the door.The 
meeting was led by Averill Fraser and 
Kay Coull. The reading was beautifully 
done by Janet Smart, one of our new-
est members. After Margaret Harrison 
and Margaret Alexander collected the 
offering we were entertained by the 
Church Choir. 
 

Martin Petty had organised a very var-
ied programme of songs, some accom-
panied by Irene Rogerson on the pi-
ano. Christine Ferguson, a Guild mem-
ber, provided the organ music.  It was a 
very enjoyable performance and we 
are very lucky to have so many talent-
ed people in our congregation. 
 
 

 

  The evening ended with a tea party. 
There was an enormous spread of 
home baking prepared by Guild mem-
bers.  It was a very successful evening 
with over sixty people attending. 

 
  The ladies organising this evening 
were from one of the subgroups of our 
recently reorganised Guild. Several 
years ago we 
dispensed of 
the principal 
officers and 
moved onto a 
Five Group  
system. Each 
group has six 
members and 
takes responsi-
bility for running two meetings each 
session. It is like being in the Brownies 
but without Brown Owl.  The work is 
shared out equally and everyone makes 
a contribution during the annual pro-
gramme. 
 

  Remember, new members are always 
made very welcome. We meet on the 
first and third Wednesday evenings in 
the Ogston Hall at 7.30pm. The session 
is from October to March  

 

Morag Lyall 

 

 



Regular Events 
 

BALERNO MONDAY CLUB 
First and third Monday of every month, 2pm 
St Joseph’s Hall (for details call 449 4751) 
 

TUESDAY HOUSE GROUP 
For details call 449 6707 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
Monday, 7.00pm in the Shepherd Room 
 

GIRLS’ BRIGADE 
Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm  during school termtime 
in the Ogston Hall 

 
THE GUILD 
Every second Wednesday, 7.30pm in the 
Ogston Hall 
 

DINNER DISCUSSION MEETING 
Fourth Wednesday of each month in the St 
Joseph’s Hall (for details call 453 5682) 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday, 7.30pm in the St Joseph’s Hall 
 

THE MILL CAFE 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-2.00pm in the St 
Joseph’s Hall 
 

PALM CAFÉ 
Last Tuesday of every month, 2:30—4pm in 
the St Joseph’s Hall 
 

SUNDAY 
Morning Worship, 10am in the Church 
Sunday Club, 10am in the Ogston Hall 
Creche, 10am in the Shepherd Room 
Chill@ Church, 6.45pm in the St Joseph’s 
Centre.  www.chillatchurch.weebly.com 
 

TEA AND COFFEE  
is served every Sunday in the St Joseph’s 
Hall after Morning Worship  
 

 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 

 

April 2016 
 

  
Sunday 3rd    10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
             2.30pm             Afternoon Service 
 
Monday 4th 2.00pm  Monday Club ‘Our 
    Trip to Kilimanjaro’
  
    St Joseph’s Hall 

 
Fri/Sat/Sun    Fresh Start 
8th/9th/10th   Collection, Rear Hall 
 
Saturday 9th   10.00am Peace & Prayer in 
    the Church 
    Farmers’ Market 
    Coffee Morning 

 
Sunday 10th   10.00am Sunday Worship 
 
Wednesday 13th 7.30pm Kirk Session  
 
Sunday 17th   10.00am Sunday Worship 
   6.45pm EvenSpace 
 
Monday 18th     2.00pm Monday Club -  
    Easter Fun Day  
    St Joseph’s Hall 
     
Tuesday 19th   2.30pm  PALM Café  
    St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Sunday 24th   10.00am Sunday Worship 
 
 
Wednesday 27th 7.30pm Dinner Discussion  
  
  
 
 
 
 

MAY 2016 
 
Sunday 1st   10.00am Sunday Worship 
     2.30pm Afternoon Service 
 
Monday 2nd    2.00pm Monday Club AGM 
    and Bring & Buy 
    St Joseph’s Hall 

 
 



Funerals 
 

     7th March Robert Forsyth 
  23rd March Isabel Corless 
  29th March         Ian Douglas 
 

Car Rota 
3rd    Ian   Emma   Joan  
Apr   Gidney  Crichton Graham 
          449 6919  449 5230 449 2379 
 

10th   Alison   Graham  Elaine  
Apr    Petty  Lorimer  McCullough 
          449 4175  449 5099 449 5876 
 

17th   Hector   Christine  Kay  
Apr    MacDonald Graham  Latimer 
          449 4145  449 4181 449 6168 
 

24th   Anne   Ian   Sally  
Apr    Johnston  Alexander Lindsay 
          449 2930  449 6739 449 4987 
 

1st     Richard   Alastair   Brian  
May   Henderson  Sutherland Buchanan 
           449 4484  07919327206 449 5378
  

 
 

  If you are unable to do the Sunday you have 
been allocated, please arrange to swap with 
someone else by contacting them direct and 
let the Church Office know.  For all other rotas 
please go to www.balernochurch.org.uk 
 
 

Flower Recorder 
 

Mrs J MItchell 449 4680 
        

 

           Flower Fund Donors 
 

3rd April  Mrs J Booth 
10th April  Mrs P Tait 
17th April  Mrs J Lindsay 
24th April  Mr F Falconer  
1st May   Mrs C Harris 
 

Your views matter 
   If you have any feedback, ideas or articles, 
or you would like to receive the magazine by 
email, contact 
balerno_church_bridge@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Deadline for next issue 
  Copy for the  issue is due by 24th April. 
No late submissions please. Please submit a pic-
ture with your article. 
   Please note: the views expressed in this maga-
zine are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team, 
Minister or Kirk Session.  

Please recycle me when you’re done! 
BPC is an eco-congregation. 
Please consider the costs of producing 
this free magazine and  receive it via 
email or read it at balernochurch.org.uk 
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