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Introduction 
This newsletter has two principal functions.  Firstly it is to keep the members of the Kirk Session up to date with the work 
of the Acorn project and the other is to save time at KS meetings by removing the need for a verbal report.  It may be that 
there is not enough information to sustain the regular production of a newsletter in this style, but it might be more 
attractive to read and therefore more effective despite the fact that it is not regular.  We shall find out as we go along, but 
questions can be directed to Rev Anne Logan, John Burnside, Ishbel Smith or Anne Charman at any time. 

New Appointment 
Most of the congregation will be aware of the fact that we have made a significant 
addition to our ministry team with the appointment of Jo Dalrymple as our 
Community Outreach Development Worker.  The principal focus of Jo’s role in the 
ministry to the Parish in Balerno is to the under 40’s and picking up from the work 
which was being developed by Hayley when she was with us two years ago.  Jo 
was introduced to the congregation on Sunday 19th of October and has been busy 
since then trying to get to know people.  So far the details of names has been a bit 
daunting, but she has been encouraged by the warm welcome that she has received 
from many groups and individuals. 
 
There is no question that it has been much easier for Jo to get to know people 
through the Mill.  In her first week she was regularly helping out there as an 
additional volunteer and found that the community was coming in to see her and 
giving her the opportunity to make contact with people.  It is an example of the 
benefits for church in having the Mill in the centre of the community. 	  

Legal Stuff 
For those with an eye for detail, Jo’s contract has 
been drawn up based on the model contract 
supplied by 121, George Street.  However, it is 
not yet completed as we – and some other 
congregations - are awaiting advice regarding our 
obligations to provide employees with an 
opportunity to contribute to a pension.  However, 
this was all included in our original budget for the 
post. 

Chill@Church 
Jo has been getting involved with the leadership of the 
Chill@Church group which meets on a Sunday evening and at the 
moment is getting an idea of how it operates.  The group has been 
organized recently in a way which recognizes the fact that young 
people come with their friends.  It is structured to help retain 
friendship groups rather than with arbitrary cut-off points which 
correspond with the stages through school.  Jo’s presence will help to 
reinforce the team of four leaders and bring another set of ideas to 
the planning process. 

 

One of the events which was started by Hayley was the provision of an 
opportunity for young families to get together for Messy Church.  This was 
sustained last year by Louise through the support of a large number of volunteers 
and Messy Church worship took place on about three occasions.  One of Jo’s 
principal roles will be in the organization of Messy Church.  We do not yet know 
whether this is a vehicle for worship which should run on a monthly basis or 
whether it is better running on a less frequent basis, but we will find out as we 
move forward.  Jo has already been talking to all generations about what might be 
the most appropriate way for our Messy Church on Friday 12th December at 2.30. 

After we have had the experience of this year, we will look at the process of outreach to try to establish some continuity 
between the alternative forms of worship, building also on the success of the recent ‘Bacon Communion’. 

 Jo Dalrymple can be contacted on: 07757 104589  
 


