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APSG 
The Acorn Project Steering Group is made up of John Burnside, Anne Charman, Moira Todd, Ishbel Smith and Marion 
Wallace who have been working under the guidance of Rev Anne Logan to progress the Acorn Project.  Following the 
appointment of Jo Dalrymple to the post of Community Outreach Development Worker in October, we have been simply 
trying to follow the immediate schedule which was presented in terms of trying to maintain the past programme of 
activities in the build up to Christmas.  This has allowed us all to get to know each other, but we are now moving into a 
more difficult stage where we have to start developing a wider programme of activity which will increase the appeal of 
the church to the community as outlined in our application for financial support from the Go-for-it fund. 

Messy Church went ahead before Christmas on the afternoon of 
Friday 12th December and thanks are due to the elders – the 
usual suspects – who devoted an afternoon to helping with the 
various activities.  There was a good attendance of young mums 
and children which may even have been an increase on the year  

before, but the running of the programme for the afternoon was adversely affected 
by one or two technical problems which could not have been forseen. 

It is worth noting that Messy Church® is a registered word mark and the logo is a 
registered device mark of The Bible Reading Fellowship which has been devised 
with specific objectives.  More can be found at: http://www.messychurch.org.uk.  
At the present time we are giving consideration as to whether we wish to embrace 
the full Messy Church package, or whether we feel that the formulation of our own 
hybrid – Slightly Untidy Church - structure might be better for our circumstances.  
We recommend that you find a little time to explore at their website. 

Chill@Church 
We are fortunate that C@C 
continues to be led by Keith Ross 
who had been working with Louise 
before she was taken ill.  Jo is part 
of the team of adults who work 
with the young people for 45 
minutes on a Sunday evening.  The 
programme of study which is being 
followed comes from a similar 
source which is called Energize.  
Samples of this material asre also 
to be found on the internet at: 
www.energize.uk.net.and is 
promoted by Urban Saints. 
	  

What is The Acorn Project? 
The simple answer is that it is a vision which was encapsulated in the application which was compiled for funding to the 
Go-for-it fund.  Louise and the members of the APSG got together and established a list of actions which were centred on 
the following statement: 

We want to give people the opportunities to see that “Church” is there for them as they are and where 
they are.  Acorn aims to provide a range of offerings to ensure that seekers from all walks of life feel 
safe and at ease taking part in church life.  While the focus of activity is on those under 40, the Project 
has a key goal of ensuring the development of an engaged, active, connected and vibrant Christian 
community leading to the spiritual growth and nourishment of all those involved, young and old.  

Maybe that’s not so simple, but the application nominated five activity areas which were identified as the initial branches 
of the Acorn Project: 

1 Messy Church –for ages 2-11 and parents 
2 Chill@Church – for ages 9-16 
3 Moral Maze – ages 14-18 
4 NOOMA Discussion series – ages 17-40 
5 Bridge work – attendance and engagement with existing church events to ensure links with all 
generations e.g. mother and toddler groups; school events and “The Mill” cafe work. 

Jo has started work with two of these but, without the continuity of Louise’s involvement, it will take longer for Jo to ‘get 
up to speed’ in progressing them.  The bottom line is that this outline will need to be modified if our objectives are to be 
achievable with the human resources which are available.  In the absence of a full time minister, we – the Kirk Session - 
either take responsibility for moving things forward and contributing what we can, or we may slip backwards and 
progress with our role with the younger members of the community will be lost. 

Do we wait for a new minister to shape an identity for BPC or do we have one of our own which we can maintain? 
 


