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Marion Milne, Patrick Green and Derek Duncan present Annabelle, accompanied by 
her family, with her bursary award cheque. Photograph : Ian Gidney 

 

‘We are delighted to be able to help Anna-
belle with her plans for travel this sum-
mer. Her achievements at school and in 
voluntary work, and the commitment that 
she is making in going to teach young 
children in Cambodia, are very impres-
sive, and we wish her every success for 
her trip.  
 

  We were also impressed by the high 
standard of the other applications for this 
year’s Bursary. The response that we had 
shows the dedication to helping others 
that exists among many young people in 
our community. Over the coming months, 
all the applicants will be raising funds to 
support their travel to work with disadvan-
taged communities, and we hope that 
people in Balerno and Currie will support 
them generously.’                      
 
 

 Louise Legacy 
 

  Balerno Parish Church has awarded 
the first Louise Duncan travel bursary 
to Annabelle MacDonald, S6 student 
and Head Girl at Balerno High School. 
Annabelle will receive £500 from the 
Church to help with the cost of her trip 
to Cambodia this summer, where she 
will spend two months teaching English 
and Art to children who have few op-
portunities for education. After her re-
turn from Cambodia, she will take up a 
place at the Glasgow School of Art, 
where she hopes to follow her interests 
in photography and film-making. 

  The Bursary was established by 
Balerno Parish Church to commemo-
rate the life and work of Louise, who 
died last year after five years as our 
much loved minister . Earlier in her life, 
Louise had travelled to Zambia and to 
Israel, where she had worked on an 
agricultural development project and on 
the promotion of reconciliation between 
divided communities. An award is 
made each year to a young person liv-
ing in or near Balerno to help with the 
cost of travelling to take part in volun-
tary work for the benefit of disadvan-
taged communities. 
 

  Following the award, Patrick Green, 
Joint Session Clerk at the Church, said:  



Balerno Children's Gala  
 

  As part of the Church's contribution to 
Gala Funds we run the Tea/Coffee stall on 
the Saturday 28th May. 
 
  Help is needed with setting up the hall, 
serving teas or clearing up at the end. 
Donations of baking (tray bakes, scones, 
pancakes and small cakes would be most 
appreciated. Please hand in any donations 
of baking (on the day from 10:30 on-
wards). Any help on the day would be very 
welcome. 
 

  Contact Joyce Beaton 449 6490  or Pam 
McKeon 449 2541       
 

 

Christian Aid Week  
 

  Morsheda is a single mum of four whose 
paid employment, physical labour, earns 
her below £1 a day. She can’t even count 
on her home being safe. The single room 
shack has been flooded several times, 
assembled, as it is, on a low-lying island in 
the Brahmaputra River, Bangladesh. She 
needs help.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

  Morsheda’s neighbour, Feroza, has ben-
efited from Christian Aid partners GUK’s 
Home Safety Package. Her home now 
stands on a plinth and above current flood 
levels. The grant they gave her bought 
livestock, seeds and a composting worm-
ery so that Feroza’s family have a safe 
home and healthy diet. 

Delicious light lunches, snacks and 
tempting treats.  
Tuesday-Friday  
9.30am-2pm 
Farmers’ Market Saturdays  
09.30am-12.30pm 

 PALM Cafe 
 

  PALM & the Dementia Friendly Com-
munities Project (DFC) will be focusing 
attention during Alzheimer’s Scotland 
“Dementia Awareness Week” on the val-
ue of music, in particular, singing; by 
showing the award winning documentary 
film “Alive Inside” (www.aliveinside.us) 
which explores music’s ability to combat 
memory loss and restore a deep sense 
of self. The film will be shown on 
Wednesday 1st June in the Ogston Hall. 
Doors open and refreshments served 
from 7pm. 
 

  Tickets (as per BVS method) from 
Balerno Parish Church Admin, Balerno 
Pharmacy, The Mill Cafe, St Joseph’s 
Centre Balerno & Currie Post Office. Do-
nations on the night to PALM & DFC Pro-
ject. 
 

  For more information contact demen-
tiafriendlypentlands.org.uk or Clare Dow 
(0131 449 7892) or Kay Latimer (0131 
449 6186)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The neurologist Oliver Sacks said,  
“Music evokes emotion, and emotion can 
bring with it memory… it brings back the 
feeling of life when nothing else can. The 
appreciation of music and singing ability 
commonly remain as the disease pro-
gresses.” 



Fresh Start Roundup 
 
Date for diaries - Friday 27th May - 
Fresh Start Sponsored Walk from Jubi-
lee Gardens in Stockbridge (10.00am) to 
the Food Station at Harrison Place 
(approx 8 miles). The route follows the 
Water of Leith footpath to Colinton Dell, 
then on to Polwarth, leaving the towpath 
at Harrison Park to finish at Fresh Start's 
Food Station where lunch will be 
served.  If anyone would like to join 
"Team Balerno" just let me know.  
A refreshment stop can be made at the 
Water of Leith Visitor Centre. 
Maureen Woodburn 449 6343 

  Thank you to everyone who helped and 
or donated to the recent collection for 
Fresh Start. It was a big one! For the 
first time ever, the van was not big 
enough! Despite valiant efforts, the van 
loading team just could not get every-
thing in. A car was also filled! So a 
HUGE thank you goes to a very gener-
ous congregation and to the wider com-
munity. 
   
   

 PPPPick up a ticket 

Penguins and More! 

  Discounted tickets for Edinburgh Zoo 
are now available from Margaret Pringle 
449 7888.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  There are a limited number of tickets 
available, so don’t delay! 

 

A Prayer from Bangladesh 
 
O Saviour Christ, in whose way of life 
lies the secret of all life, and the hopes 
of all the people, we pray for quiet cour-
age to meet this hour. 
 
We did not choose to be born or to live 
in such an age. Let its problems chal-
lenge us, its discoveries exhilarate us, 
its injustice anger us, its possibilities 
inspire us, and its vigour renew us, for 
your Kingdom’s sake. 
 

Christian Aid 
 



Bill and Cecilia Ketchion 
 
  It was a dull day with a bit of snow on 
the 27th of  February 1960 when Bill 
Ketchion married Cecilia McDiarmid in 
Balerno Parish Church in a  ceremony 
conducted by Rev. Robert Smith. The 
reception which followed was held at 
the Whinrig Tearooms on Mansfield 
Road. Bill had mostly grown up in 
Balerno; his father had been Keeper at 
Harperrig until his early death in 1947, 
after which  his mother found work at 
various farms in the area – Bonaly, 
Bankhead, Wester Kinleith. Bill’s Na-
tional Service was with the Royal Sig-
nals, and he went on to work selling 
surgical instruments. Cecilia, who grew 
up in Fife, was a nurse at the Barnar-
do’s Children’s Home at Ravelrig. They 
met at Youth Fellowship and were also 
involved in the church Drama Group. 
Bill was also involved in a team visiting 
churches and youth clubs showing 
8mm films, something which was very 
popular in the 1950s when TVs were 
few and far between.   
   
  After they got married, Bill and Cecilia 
moved to Kirkcaldy where they both 
worked at the Royal Victoria Hospital. 
They joined the Congregational 
Church and eventually their  three chil-
dren were all baptised there. Life was-
n’t always easy – one of their daugh-
ters suffered from ill-health for many 
years and with her husband in the na-
vy and frequently away for long spell, it 
fell to Bill and Cecilia to help bring up 
their grandson. In spite of difficulties 
along the way, Bill – who has just 
turned 82- says, ‘I’m very fortunate, 
I’ve had a wonderful life…’ He’s clearly 
very proud of his family, which now 
includes two great-grandsons.  
 
Continued on page 6 
 

Balerno Village Screen 

  Balerno Village Screen  screenings  in 
May are as follows 
 
Friday 13th 7.30pm  Room (15) 
Saturday 14th 2:30pm       Despicable Me (U) 
Saturday 14th 7.30pm   Everest (12A) 
 

All screening in St Joseph’s. 
 

  Tickets are available from The Mill 
Cafe, St Joseph’s, Balerno and via the 
website   www.balernovillagescreen.com 
 
 

Water of Leith Ryder Cup 
 

  This annual match between Balerno 
Parish Church and Juniper Green Parish 
Church takes place at Banerton Golf 
Club on Thursday 2nd June at 1.30 p.m. 
 
  If you enjoy a game of golf, you are 
warmly invited to join the Balerno 
Church team for the match. The four-ball 
games will be followed by a meal in the 
clubhouse. 
  
  Anyone interested in taking part, 
please contact William Wallace at 
wmkwallace@aol.com or on 449 2951.  
Please indicate your handicap (if you 
have one) and whether you are a  
Baberton member.  



 

Need a helping hand?  
     
  Do you need help with shopping, 
house-work or transport?  If so, 
please contact either Joyce Mitchell 
(449 4680), Beate Dennis (453 5682), 
Adele Higham (478 2126) or Dorothy 
Simpson (449 5105).  
 
  We are all happy to hear from you.  

 Vacancy Update 
 

  “A church’s search for a new minister-
and a minister’s search for a new charge 
- involve an uncommon amount of emo-
tional investment. I suspect that this is 
because of how involved a minister even-
tually becomes in the lives of those in his/
her parish.” Sadly, these words were writ-
ten by a young minister with whom the 
Nominating Committee had an extended 
discussion before he decided that the 
time was not right for him and his family 
to come to Balerno. We did have other 
applications for the post, but after reading 
applications and holding interviews, the 
committee were agreed that the other 
candidates did not present a balance of 
skills which we felt would meet the ex-
pectations of the congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  The consequence of this for the Nomi-
nating Committee is that we have to re-
turn to the starting line, re-advertise our 
vacancy and seek further applications. 
This means that we are unlikely to be 
able to hold any interviews with further 
applicants until June and the process of 
trying to subsequently hear applicants 
may be interrupted by the holiday period. 
We are grateful for the patience which 
people have shown in leaving the com-
mittee to get on with their work and we 
would appreciate continued support in 
your prayers. 
 
      John Burnside 

 

 

Bereavement Support Group 

  This group meets every second Sat-
urday of the odd numbered months 
i.e. January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November. It meets in the 
Shepherd Room of the St. Joseph’s 
Centre between 10:30am and noon. 

   The group chat over coffee and 
cake and support one another in their 
journey. You would be made most 
welcome. For further information 
please contact Marion Wallace on 449 
2951. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=dCPUN8za_DqR9M&tbnid=GhTiOOmbIxIzpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.designofsignage.com%2Fapplication%2Fsymbol%2Fhands%2Flargesymbols%2Flove-hand-shake.html&ei=fw6


Iain Muir Remembered 
 

  Iain Muir was born in Glasgow on 13 
August 1936. He was married to Wilma 
and they were blessed with two chil-
dren, Willina and Jonathan and five 
grandchildren and two great grandchil-
dren.  
 

  Iain was a family man and took great 
pleasure as the family expanded and 
through all the years his devotion to 
Wilma and his love for her were a con-
stant. He was appreciated as a guide 
and advisor to Willina and Jonathan 
with a quiet moral authority that reas-
sured them in the ups and downs of 
their lives. 
 

  Iain was employed by the Royal Bank 
of Scotland and he remained with the 
bank throughout his working life. Firstly 
in Glasgow, then a spell in London be-
fore returning to Glasgow in 1964. After 
five years there he moved through to 
Edinburgh as more opportunities 
opened up at work. When the family 
came to  Balerno Iain had a sense that 
this was the place they would make 
their home. 
 

  In London Iain joined St Columba`s 
Church in Pont Street where he entered 
into the life of the faith community and It 
was here that he met and married Wil-
ma Wood who came from Aberdeen. 
For Iain faith and marriage were inextri-
cably linked. 
 

  On his return to Glasgow Iain was or-
dained as an Elder in St Paul`s Church 
in Milngavie. It was during this time that 
Willina and Jonathan were born. 
 

  Following his move to Balerno Iain 
played a very full part as an Elder in the 
life of Balerno Parish Church. In addi-
tion he was also a member of the Pres-
bytery of Edinburgh and again took this 
role very seriously. He was an active 
participant in many debates and discus-
sions. 

 

  Iain was someone who cared passion-
ately about doing the right thing and his 
Christian principles drawn from careful 
study of the Scriptures informed every-
thing he did. 
 

  His faith and trust in the Lord was a 
great and enduring strength to him 
throughout his life and was tangible dur-
ing his illness. 
 

  Iain died on 24 January 2016. 
 
 

Ketchion (continued) 

  Does anyone remember Bill and Cecil-
ia? Were you perhaps in Sunday 
School back in Mr Smith’s day when 
they were in Youth Fellowship? If so, 
we would love to hear from you! Or per-
haps you were married in Balerno Par-
ish Church? Again, it would be lovely to 
hear some stories and, even better, see 
some photos. My late husband Iain and 
I were married in St Margaret’s Church, 
Juniper Green, but Iain was living in the 
house we had bought a few months 
earlier in Balerno so our Banns were 
read in the church here as well as in 
Juniper Green. 

 

 

 



Regular Events 
 

BALERNO MONDAY CLUB 
First and third Monday of every month, 2pm 
St Joseph’s Hall (for details call 449 4751) 
 

TUESDAY HOUSE GROUP 
For details call 449 6707 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
Monday, 7.00pm in the Shepherd Room 
 

GIRLS’ BRIGADE 
Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm  during school termtime 
in the Ogston Hall 
 

THE GUILD 
Every second Wednesday, 7.30pm in the 
Ogston Hall (October—March) 
 

DINNER DISCUSSION MEETING 
Fourth Wednesday of each month in the St 
Joseph’s Hall (for details call 453 5682) 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday, 7.30pm in the St Joseph’s Hall 
 

THE MILL CAFE 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-2.00pm in the St 
Joseph’s Hall 
 

PALM CAFÉ 
Last Tuesday of every month, 2:30—4pm in 
the St Joseph’s Hall 
 
 

SUNDAY 
Morning worship, 10am in the Church 
Sunday Club, 10am in the Ogston Hall 
Creche, 10am in the Shepherd Room 
Chill@ Church, 6.45pm in the St Joseph’s 
Centre.  www.chillatchurch.weebly.com 
 

TEA AND COFFEE  
is served every Sunday in the St Joseph’s 
Hall after Morning Worship  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 

 

May 2016 
 
Sunday 1st   10.00am Sunday Worship 
     2.30pm Afternoon Service 
 
Monday 2nd    2.00pm Monday Club AGM 
    and Bring & Buy 
    St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Thursday 5th    Scottish Election 
    Polling Station, no 
    Mill Cafe 
 
Sunday 8th  10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
Monday 9th  2.00pm  Monday Club outing 
 
Weds.11th  7.30pm  Kirk Session 
 
Friday 13th  7.30pm  BVS – ‘Room’ (15) 
    St Joseph’s Hall 
Saturday 14th  10.00am  Peace & Prayer in 
    the Church 
    Farmers’ Market 
    Coffee Morning 
   2.30pm  BVS - ‘Despicable Me’ (U) 
   7.30pm BVS - Everest’ (12a) 
    St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Sunday 15th  10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
Saturday 21st    Gala Queen  
    Crowning & Parade 
 
Sunday 22nd     10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
Tuesday 24th   2.30pm  PALM Café 
    St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Weds. 25th    Christian Aid Count 
    St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Saturday 28th    Balerno Gala Day 
    Malleny Park 
 
Sunday 29th  10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 

         June 2016 

 
Weds. 1st  7.30pm  ‘Alive Inside’  
    Donations for PALM 
    and DFCP 

   Ogston Hall 
 

Sunday 5th  10.00am  Communion 
  2.30pm  Afternoon  
    Communion 



 

 
Car Rota 

 

1st     Richard     Brian   
May   Henderson    Buchanan 
          449 4484                449 5378 
 

8th     Alasdair   Susan   Anne  
May   Fraser  McDonald Shaw 
          449 3535  449 5756 449 3874 
 

15th    Judy   Sandra   Ken 
May    Savage  Lyall  Bisset 
           449 5016  449 4375 449 5812 
 

22nd   Christina    Bill   Joan  
May    Graham  Black  Graham 
           449 4181  449 6707 449 2379 
 

29th    Jim   Anne   Gordon  
May    Goodbrand Speirs  Speirs 
           449 4517  449 6222 449 6222 
 

5th      Ian   Emma   Anne  
June  Gidney  Crichton Johnston    
          449 6919  449 5230 449 2930 
 
 
 

  If you are unable to do the Sunday you have 
been allocated, please arrange to swap with 
someone else by contacting them direct and 
let the Church Office know.  For all other rotas 
please go to www.balernochurch.org.uk 
 
 

 

Flower Recorder 
 

Mrs A Petty 449 4175 
        

 

           Flower Fund Donors 
  
1st May   Mrs C Harris 
8th May   Mrs F Summers/Mrs H Jarvis 
15th May  Mrs A Shaw 
22nd May  Mrs J Duff 
29th May  Mrs A Smith 
5th June   Mrs E Crichton/Mrs M Bullough 

 

 

Your views matter 
   If you have any feedback, ideas or articles, 
or you would like to receive the magazine by 
email. Contact 
balerno_church_bridge@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Deadline for next issue 
  Copy for the  issue is due by 22nd May. No late 
submissions please. Please submit a picture with 
your article 

 Please note: the views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Team, Minister or Kirk Session.  
Please recycle me when you’re done! 
BPC is an eco-congregation. 
 

Please consider the costs of producing this free 
magazine and  receive it via email or read it at 
balernochurch.org.uk 
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