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    The biblical use of the word is as an 
act of healing or an event defying the 
normal. However if we see miracles as 
an every day occurrence of life, this can 
shift our perspective of the notion. I met 
many miraculous people at the General 
Assembly’s Heart and Soul event, with 
their life stories too numerous to relate 
and retell. For me their personal life tests 
demonstrate a resourceful spirit of faith 
proving that in the second half of my life 
miracles can and do happen. 
 
 
  Jesus called his followers to go and 
make disciples. As today’s Christian dis-
ciples we should never be embarrassed 
to say to family and friends ‘I’ll pray for 
God to be with you’. For Jesus promised 
to be with us always, in the everyday 
moments and in the miraculous. Did Hi-
bernian really win a Cup final – another 
miracle! 
 
Keith W. Ross  
Locum Minister  

 It’s a Miracle! 

  “It will need a miracle, in the second 
half” The immortal words of sports 
commentator Alex Cameron reeling 
from news that the mighty Partick 
Thistle were leading Celtic four goals 
to nil in the League Cup final of 1971. 
This was my first memory of some-
one using the word ‘miracle’ in every-
day life.. 

 

 

 

 

 



Delicious light lunches, snacks and 
tempting treats.  
Tuesday-Friday  
9.30am-2pm 
Farmers’ Market Saturdays  
9.30am-12.30pm 
 

During July the Mill will open on  
Friday mornings only!! 

 
If you would be interested in volunteer-
ing in the Mill we would be delighted to  
hear from you!  Please call the Church 

Office, email  
themillatstjoseph’s@gmail.com or pop 

into the cafe 

 Girls Brigade Report 

 
  For a period of time we enjoyed getting 
to know the Rev Russell McLarty who 
was a locum in Balerno and he visited 
the company on a few occasions and 
always had a story for the girls to enjoy. 
 

  We are still without a minister in Balerno 
but have the services of locum Rev Keith 
Ross who used to be at Currie Kirk so 
knows GB well!  
 

  In December we took part in the 
Balerno Christmas Tree Festival our 
theme this year was the Nativity Story. 
 

  We decorated the tree with lots of differ-
ent pictures of the nativity story, shep-
herds, angels and kings as well as baby 
Jesus. 
 

  Even though we didn’t win this year it 
was fun putting together our entry and 
the girls enjoyed a box of sweets as an 
award for taking part. 
 

  The girls enjoyed a night bowling at 
Christmas and we are finished our ses-
sion with a joint birthday party for two of 
our members and then a visit to Harmeny 
School in Balerno where we enjoyed the 
outside space and some juice and bis-
cuits with three of our members who are 
residents at Harmeny. 
 

  Thanks to the members of Balerno Par-
ish Church for their continued support, 
we are a small group in numbers but 
plenty of noise and fun on a Tuesday 
night is had by all. 
 

  Our Presentation of Awards will take 
place during a Sunday morning service in 
June when we will celebrate with Sunday 
Club and Chill at Church. 
 

  We wish everyone a good  summer 
break. 
 

Need a helping hand?  
     
  Do you need help with shopping, 
house-work or transport?  If so, 
please contact either Joyce Mitchell 
(449 4680), Beate Dennis (453 5682), 
Adele Higham (478 2126) or Dorothy 
Simpson (449 5105).  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
We are all happy to hear from you. 
 
 
 

Bereavement Support 
Group 
 
 This group meets every second Sat-
urday of the odd numbered months 
i.e. January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November. It meets in the 
Shepherd Room of the St. Joseph’s 
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Guild Annual Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The Guild session ended in March 
with the AGM. We continue to be active 
over the summer. In April we had an 
enjoyable lunch at Kingsknowe Golf 
Club organised by Ann Aiston. The 
Strawberry Tea is in July and an outing 
in August. We are currently planning an 
interesting syllabus for next session. 
The first meeting will be on Wednesday 
5 October at 7.30pm in the Ogston Hall. 
We would love to welcome some new 
members. 
 
 
 

Creative in the Kitchen? 
 
  The popular Homebaking Table is in 
place on the second Sunday of the 
month all the way through to June. A 
big thank you to everybody who has 
supported this in the past by baking, 
helping and giving donations.  
 
  Last year, over five Sundays, £462 
was raised which went to the Fabric 
Fund and latterly the Acorn Initiative. If 
you would like to contribute baking, 
jam, marmalade or tablet for any of the 
Sundays please contact Sandra Lyall 
(449 4375 or sandralyall@hotmail 

 
 

 PPPPick up a ticket 

Penguins and More! 

  Discounted tickets for Edinburgh Zoo 
are now available from Margaret Pringle 
449 7888.  

 

 

 

 

 

  There are a limited number of tickets 
available, so don’t delay! 

Strawberry Tea 

  The Guild are holding their annual 
Strawberry Tea to raise money for their 
project. This year we have chosen to 
support 'Prospects - All Friends Togeth-
er'. This aims to help churches welcome 
people with learning disabilities and in-
clude them in all aspects of church life. 

 

 

 

 

  Tickets cost £3 and are available from 
Guild members or you can pay at the 
door. 



Dinner Discussed 
 

  The season opened with the 2015 Music 
Festival dinner discussion featuring Pau 
Stubbings from St Mary’s Music School, 
and in October we heard Anne Saunder-
son’ experiences helping the fight against 
Ebola in Sierra Leone. That was followed 
by Alasdair Stewart who on the work of 
the Mission Aviation Fellowship at the No-
vember meeting. Burns Night was cele-
brated with Sangs and Clatter on 27 Janu-
ary, and Roddy John Macleod, Lord 
Minginish, giving us legal and judicial in-
sights into the land reform process in 
Scotland over the last 150 years.  
 

  The final session was an evening with 
David Mieras, Chairman of The Seagull 
Trust on 27 April. The Trust provides 
cruises on the Union Canal for disabled 
and disadvantaged people but also carries 
other groups both to advertise and support 
its valuable. Work. So a late addition to 
the programme is a cruise for Balerno 
Parish Church on the Union Canal on 23 
June. All 36 places have now been taken, 
but there is a waiting list if anyone wishes 
to see whether places become available. 
The cruise is at 6.00pm and will last 90 
minutes. Bargain price of £5 but the Fel-
lowship Committee is guaranteeing a mini-
mum contribution to Seagull Trust of £360. 
If you are interested in going on this trip 
pleae contact Richard Henderson or David 
Booth through the Church Office. 
 

  We are now also developing the pro-
gramme for the 2016/17 series which will 
feature sessions with John Stirling on the 
Pentland Hills, from the National Trust for 
Scotland on Malleny House and Garden 
and from Archbishop Leo Cushey, Arch-
bishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh (22 
March 2017). Chris Achenbach will pre-
sent the first of the series, in September, 
on Music Therapy, and he returns to 
Balerno in October to conduct the Borders 
Big Band at the Music Festival Gala Con-
cert. 

Music Festival 2016 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programme for the 9th Balerno 
Music Festival was launched on Gala 
Day, 28 May, and it’s packed with great 
concerts and events. Balerno Parish 
Church will once again be facilitating 
and promoting a large number of 
events over the three weeks of the Fes-
tival from the opening event on Friday 
23 September – A Night on Broadway, 
with the Balerno Theatre Company - 
through to the closing event – the Jazz 
Party on Sunday 9th October. And 
packed between those we’ve got Din-
ner Discussion on Music Therapy, Mo-
zart to Lehrer with the Antonine Trio, 
reels, strathspeys and jigs with the 
Tourie Band, the multi award winning 
Forth Valley Chorus, and The Borders 
Big Band with the music of the Glenn 
Miller era. Programme available online 
at  balernomusicfestival.org.uk  and in 
hard copy at the Mill . 
 

TREEmendous news! 
 
  It’s Christmas Time!    Oh yes it is! Oh 
no it isn’t. It’s not even mid-summer yet! 
Despite the number of Christmas 
Shops around, we can confirm that it’s 
still about 206 days ‘til Christmas; and 
that makes about 190 ‘til the Christmas 
Tree Festival. Which means it’s getting 
towards the time when planning starts 
for the Festival - usually around Au-
gust.  If you’d like to help and make 
sure that the Festival does actually 
happen this year, then the Fellowship 
Committee would be delighted to hear 
from you!  Contact Richard Henderson 
or David Booth via the Church Office. 



 

 



 

Hayley Cohen 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of you will remember Hayley Cohen, 
who was working with Louise as our Parish 
Assistant 4 or 5 years ago, so here's a 
catch-up! Hayley has just graduated from 
Princeton Theological Seminary (Master of 
Divinity). In June she's going to work for a 
year as Program Assistant at Tantur Ecu-
menical Institute, just south of Jerusalem. 
And she just got engaged to Ross, whom 
some of you may have met when Hayley 
was here - they will get married next au-
tumn when she gets back from Israel.  
 

  Ross meanwhile is beginning a PhD in 
Systematic Theology at Durham Universi-
ty.  

 
Church History 
 

My update of the History of Balerno Parish 
Church is complete all but a few details. I'd 
like everyone to think about anyone or any 
event which you feel should be mentioned 
in it, and contact me to find out if I've al-
ready included it. It will be too late to point 
out omissions after publication! By the end 
of June please, as I will be away July-
August. Publication will hopefully be later 
this year. 
Lesley Burt 
 To contact me please call 449 4314,email 
lesley.maciver@btopenworld.com or leave 
a note in my pigeon hole. 

Holy land 2017 
 

  A close read at the article directly op-
posite this indicates that Hayley will be 
working in Jerusalem from June. She 
will be there for just over a year.  
 

  I propose to run a Holy Land visit at 
some point during Hayley’s time there 
and visiting her would certainly form 
part of the visit. 
 

  Due to the time involved in planning 
such a trip the likeliest timings of the 
visit would be Easter 2017 or early July 
2017 (when it would be very hot). 
 

  If you are interested in this please let 
me know by either emailing me on 
derek.duncan@currie.edin.sch.uk or 
speaking to me at church. There is no 
commitment at this stage -  I am simply 
trying to establish what the level of in-
terest might be. 

 
 
Balerno Village Screen 
 

After a successful set of screenings in 
May BVS returns on the weekend of 
17th and 18th June. 
 

Friday 17th June   
7.30 pm Pantani: The Accidental Death 
of a Cyclist  (15) 
In partnership with the Edinburgh Fes-
tival of Cycling 
 

Saturday 18th June  
 2.30 pm  Snoopy and Charlie Brown: 
The Peanuts Movie (U)  
7.30pm   The Lady in the Van (12A) 
 

Tickets available 
at www.balernovillagescreen.com and 
at The Mill Cafe, St. Joseph’s, Balerno  
 
All screenings in St Joseph’s 

 



Regular Events 
 

BALERNO MONDAY CLUB 
First and third Monday of every month, 2pm 
St Joseph’s Hall (for details call 449 4751) 
 

TUESDAY HOUSE GROUP 
For details call 449 6707 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
Monday, 7.00pm in the Shepherd Room 
 

GIRLS’ BRIGADE 
Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm  during school termtime 
in the Ogston Hall 
 

THE GUILD 
Every second Wednesday, 7.30pm in the 
Ogston Hall (October—March) 
 

DINNER DISCUSSION MEETING 
Fourth Wednesday of each month in the St 
Joseph’s Hall (for details call 453 5682) 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday, 7.30pm in the St Joseph’s Hall 
 

THE MILL CAFE 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-2.00pm in the St 
Joseph’s Hall 
 

PALM CAFÉ 
Last Tuesday of every month, 2:30—4pm in 
the St Joseph’s Hall (August—May) 
 
 

SUNDAY 
Morning worship, 10am in the Church 
 

Sunday Club, 10am in the Ogston Hall 
 

Creche, 10am in the Shepherd Room 
 

Chill@ Church, 6.45pm in the St Joseph’s 
Centre. (school term time) 
www.chillatchurch.weebly.com 
 

TEA AND COFFEE  
is served every Sunday in the St Joseph’s 
Hall after Morning Worship  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 
 

JUNE 2016 
 

Wed. 1st    7.00pm Film Screening  ‘Alive Inside’ 
   Donations for PALM &   
   DFCP 
   Ogston Hall  
 
Sun, 5th      9.00am Breakfast Communion,  
   St Joseph’s Hall  
       10.00am Service of Communion 
        2.30pm     Afternoon Communion 
   (followed by refreshments) 
 
Wed, 8th     7.30pm Kirk Session Meeting,  
   Church     
 
Sat, 11th   10.00am Peace & Prayer in the  
   Church 
      10.00am Farmers’ Market Coffee 
   Morning 
 
Sun, 12th  10.00am Sunday Worship 
 
Fri, 17th      7.30pm Pantani: The Accidental 
   Death of a Cyclist (15)  
   Balerno Village Screen 
 
Sat, 18th     2.30pm Snoopy and Charlie Brown: 
   The Peanuts Movie (U)    
        7.30pm The Lady in the Van (12a) 
   Balerno Village Screen 
 
Sun,,19th 10.00am Sunday Worship 
 
 
Thurs, 23rd   EU Referendum  
   Polling Station, no Mill Cafe 
   St Joseph’s Hall 
 
Sun, 26th 10.00am Sunday Worship 
     
   
 
 

JULY 2016 
 
Sun, 3rd   10.00am Sunday Worship 
       2.30pm Afternoon Service 
  



   Funerals 
 

        23rd March Isabel Corless 
 29th March Ian Douglas 
 8th April John McNeil 
 11th April Alison Lyon 
           4th May Margaret Hood 
        27th May Lawrence McMorran 
       30th May Frances Summers 

 

Car Rota 
 

 

5th      Alison   Emma   Anne  
June    Petty  Crichton Johnston    
             449 4175 449 5230 449 2930 
 
12th Ian   Graham Sally 
June Gidney  Lorimer  Lindsay 
 449 6919 449 5099 449 4987 
 
19th Hector   Elaine  Kay 
 MacDonald McCullough Latimer 
 449 4145 449 5876 449 6168 
 
26th Christina Ian   Brian 
June  Graham Alexander Buchanan 
 449 4181 449 6739 449 5378 
 

  If you are unable to do the Sunday you have 
been allocated, please arrange to swap with 
someone else by contacting them direct and 
let the Church Office know.  For all other rotas 
please go to www.balernochurch.org.uk 

Flower Recorder 
Mrs J Booth     449 3516 

 
    

           Flower Fund Donors 
5th June Mrs E Crichton/Mrs M Bulloch 
12th June Mrs A Shaw 
19th June Mrs N Ross 
26th June Mrs M Woodburn 
3rd July  Mrs A Petty 
  

Your views matter 
   If you have any feedback, ideas or articles, 
or you would like to receive the magazine by 
email. Contact 
balerno_church_bridge@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Deadline for next issue 
  Copy for the  issue is due by Sunday19th June. 
 
No late submissions please. Please submit a pic-
ture with your article 
 Please note: the views expressed in this magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team, 
Minister or Kirk Session.  

 
Please recycle me when you’re done! 
BPC is an eco-congregation. 
 

Please consider the costs of producing this 
free magazine and  receive it via email or 
read it at balernochurch.org.uk 

Balerno Parish Church  
 

Locum Minister      Church Administrator         Pastoral Care Co-ordinator 
Rev Keith Ross     Jennifer MacDonald 449 7245        Kay Latimer        449 6186     
07855 163 449    bpc-admin@balernochurch.org.uk         kaylatimer@btopenworld.com 
 
Joint Session Clerks   Sunday Club Secretary         Creche Co-ordinator 
Anne Charman    449 5858 Pam McKeon   449 2541        Claire Houston       449 5735 
anne.charman@blueyonder.co.uk  pam.mckeon@bt.com    
Patrick Green  01506 431033            Mill Café Co-ordinartor  
pgreen530@googlemail.com   Rollkeeper          Sandy Taylor      449 7245 
     Craig Dunlop                  449 4317      themillatstjosephs@gmail.com 
Treasurer    stephdunlop73@talktalk.net    
David Booth                   449 3516             Website Updates         
bpc-treasurer@hotmail.com   Fabric Convenor           Martin Petty       449 4175 
      Mike Beattie   449 7228       mpetty712@aol.com  
Organist/Choirmaster   ambeattie@btinternet.com   
Martin Petty                   449 4175     
mpetty712@aol.com   Bridge Editorial & Distribution 
     balerno_church_bridge@hotmail.co.uk 
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