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Music matters 
 
  The 9th Balerno Music Festival opens its 
doors on 23rd September, running over 
the next 16 days or so until 9th October, 
and, sandwiched in between, Balerno 
Parish Church is putting on a host of 
events, concerts and happenings, some 
of which are free while others are ticket-
ed. You can get tickets on line, at the Fes-
tival Box Office, at the Farmers Market 
and other events (look for the C&B gaze-
bo) and from the Church Office. Highlights 
this year include the Gala Concert with 
the Borders Big Band, a concert featuring 
The Antonine Trio (French horn, piano 
and baritone), an evening of ‘Bling and 
Sing’ with Forth Valley Chorus and foot 
tapping fiddle music with the Tourie Band. 
The programme is available online at 
balernomusicfestival.org.uk, and the fa-
miliar yellow covered full programme is 
available from outlets around the village 
as well as at the Mill Café. 

Season of Change 

  This autumn sees some major chang-
es to the staff at Balerno Parish Church. 
At the end of August we said goodbye 
to our Acorn work-
er, Jo Dalrymple. 
There is an article 
on page 6 that 
pays tribute to Jo 
and the great en-
ergy she brought 
to her work in 
Balerno. 

 

 

The Nominating Committee has been 
trying to overcome the problems which 
are presented by people going off on 
summer holidays. The difficulties in get-
ting everyone in Edinburgh at one time, 
never mind in one room, have been 
considerable and candidates are enti-
tled to go off on holiday as well. 

  The congregation has been very pa-
tient – for the most part - in waiting for 
news and we are glad to be able to tell 
you that we have a Sole Nominee, An-
dré Groenewald, who will be preaching 
in the church on Sunday 11th Septem-
ber. After the service there will be a 
vote of the congregation to decide 
whether or not to confirm the appoint-
ment. More information about André 
accompanies this magazine. 



Delicious light lunches, snacks and 
tempting treats.  
Tuesday-Friday  
9.30am-2pm 
Farmers’ Market Saturdays  
9.30am-12.30pm 
 
 
If you would be interested in volunteer-
ing in the Mill we would be delighted to 
hear from you!  Please call the Church 

Office, email  
themillatstjoseph’s@gmail.com or pop 

into the café. 

 Dinner Dates 
 
 The eagerly awaited Dinner Discussion 
Programme for session 2016/17 has 
been published, and there’s a wide range 
of subjects being covered this 
year.  September’s event, on 28th, con-
tinues the tradition of linking 
the  discussion evening to the Music Fes-
tival, and this time we have the founder 
of Millside Music, Chris Achenbach, talk-
ing on Music Therapy. Chris will also be 
back in Balerno for the Gala Concert 
when he leads the Borders Big Band.  
Our October session is on 26th and we 
welcome Rhiannon Naismith from Na-
tional Trust for Scotland. Rhiannon is 
Property Manager for South East Scot-
land and includes Malleny Gardens and 
House in the portfolio of properties she 
deals with. She will be accompanied by 
Paul Chandler, Trust Head Gardener. 
The Trust is currently discussing both 
with  both Balerno Village Trust and 
Balerno Community Council, ways in 
which Malleny can be better integrated 
into the life of our community In Balerno.  
We’ll give more details about the other 
upcoming events in future issues of the 
Bridge.  

 
  Tickets for Dinner Discussion events 
can be bought through the Church Office, 
or through Fellowship Committee mem-
bers.  Tickets for the September evening 
are also available through the Music Fes-
tival Box Office and website. 

Balerno Christmas!!! 

This year the Christmas Tree Festival is 
on the 10th and 11th December. In the 
Ogston Hall, Scout Hall and, you name 
it!!  The trees will be there and the 
Brass Band and Santa, and the Market. 
Put it in the diary now, and maybe even 
think about entering a tree. Christmas is 
coming! 

 

 

Carry on Christian Aid 

   As part of its “Another Way” to live 
theme, Christian Aid Scotland has activ-
ities for all of us: walks on way-marked 
trails, workshops, bike rides, Bible-
based discussions, talks, lifestyle 
changes, pilgrimages, Munro hikes, re-
flections, treks in memory of loved ones. 

Find out more at 

www.christianaid.org.uk/anotherway 

  

 



 Helping Hands Changes 

After 19 years of being a Coordinator, 
Joyce Mitchell has decided for family 
reasons that it is time to retire. Joyce 
was a founder member of Helping 
Hands and over all these years she has 
organised help with transport and other 
requests with kindness, patience and a 
genuine desire to help which are so typi-
cal for Joyce. We wish her well and a lot 
of fun with her grandchildren. 

We will miss Joyce’s experience and 
involvement but we are very happy and 
grateful to have found three new volun-
teer coordinators: Sandra Easton, 
Heather Jarvis and Jill Weir. 

As ever we are happy to organise the 
help you might need. 

Beate Dennis 453 5682  

Heather Jarvis 449 3881 

Sandra Easton 449 5035  

Dorothy Simpson 449 5105 

Adele Higham 478 2126  

Jill  Weir 449 7980. 

 

Christian Aid Success 

Many thanks to all who contributed to 
Balerno’s Christian Aid Week’s grand 
total of £3,869.56 - envelopes 
£3,740.31; ink recycling £85.12; FOOD 
book sales £34; pennies 
£10.13.  Thanks to Allan Woodburn, ink 
cartridge recycling continues throughout 
the year. Please use the grey recycling 
bin in St Joseph’s Hall (near the book-
shelves) to dispose of spent Canon, 
Epson and HP ink cartridges.  

Balerno Village Screen 

 

 

 

 

 

  Balerno Village Screen  screenings  in 
September are as follows; 

Friday 9th 7.30pm  Eddie the Eagle 

Saturday 10th 2:30pm   Zootopia  

Saturday 10th 7.30pm The Revenant 

Friday 30th 7:30pm Amy  

  There are a number of high profile 
screenings coming as part of Balerno 
Music Festival in early October. Full de-
tails in the Bridge next month and in the 
Music Festival programme. 

  Tickets are available from The Mill Cafe, 
St Joseph’s, Balerno and via the website   
www.balernovillagescreen.com 

 

Retreat in Daily Life 

  With the support of The Epiphany 
Group, the Church is running its second 
Retreat In Daily Life this Autumn.  Run-
ning for six weeks, the Retreat offers par-
ticipants a chance to meet weekly with 
someone who can give them space and 
time to explore where they are in life’s 
journey and God’s place in that.  No 
“entry level” of faith or knowledge is 
needed.  The opening service is Sunday 
9th  October (3.30pm).  Everyone is 
warmly encouraged to consider taking 
part.  There are limited places available – 
if you are interested please pick up a leaf-
let from the office or speak to Ishbel 
Smith (478 1721) to find out more. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=dCPUN8za_DqR9M&tbnid=GhTiOOmbIxIzpM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.designofsignage.com%2Fapplication%2Fsymbol%2Fhands%2Flargesymbols%2Flove-hand-shake.html&ei=fw6


 Richard Dennis Trophy 

 
  Brian Conway knows what he’s dealing 
with when he organises a golf outing. First 
select a challenging course, then lay on the 
weather, mix up the field, run the whole 
thing over one afternoon (avoids trouble-
some things like the half way cut), promise 
(and deliver) a good meal at the end and 
ensure that the prizes are there.  
 

  
   In fact he did it all so well at the annual 
Church outing to Kingsknowe that he has 
been appointed by unanimous acclaim to 
organise next year’s foray onto the fairway.  
 
  He also had time to win the Richard 
 Dennis Trophy into the bargain against 
some stiff opposition. Unfortunately the 
writer did not figure amongst the laureates, 
but there is always next year, which is why 
most golfers are golfers. But next year Bri-
an says he is not getting up at 2.45 am to 
put in a couple of practice rounds or to go 
off to work all before teeing off in the cham-
pionship at 2.00 pm. Well done Brian and 
thanks to all 13 entrants this year.  
 
 

Guild News 
 
  All the Guild members would like to 
thank everyone who attended and 
supported the Strawberry Tea in July. 
Over three hundred pounds was 
raised for our project 'All Friends To-
gether.' This aims to facilitate the in-
clusion of people with learning disabil-
ities into all aspects of Church life. 
   

  It was nice to have a social event at 
a time when most clubs and organisa-
tions are taking a summer break. 
 
  The new Guild session begins on 
Wednesday 5th October. Meetings 
are held on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month at 7.30pm in the 
Ogston Hall. We have a full pro-
gramme of speakers and activities. 
New members are made very wel-
come.  



Treat Time 
 
The popular Home baking Table will 
recommence on the second Sunday 
of the month from September to No-
vember.  Once again a big thank you 
to everybody who has supported this 
in the past by baking, helping and giv-
ing donations to Church funds.  
 
 If you would like to contribute baking, 
jam, marmalade, tablet, etc. for any of 
the Sundays please contact Sandra 
Lyall (449 4375 or sandral-
yall@hotmail.com).  I would love to 
hear from you. 

Bereavement Support Group 

  This group meets every second Sat-
urday of the odd numbered months 
i.e. January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember and November. It meets in the 
Shepherd Room of the St. Joseph’s 
Centre between 10:30am and noon. 

   The group chats over coffee and 
cake and supports one another in 
their journey. You would be made 
most welcome. For further information 
please contact Marion Wallace on 449 
2951. 

Mill Opportunities 

  The Mill Café is 
looking for some oc-
casional towel/apron 
launderers to help 
cover when our regu-
lar launderers are on 
holiday.  If you are 
willing to wash either towels or aprons 
when required please email themillatstjo-
sephs@gmail.com, pop into the café or 
contact the Church Office 449 7245.   

  We are also always on the hunt for vol-
unteer soup/scone/cake makers, servers, 
washer-uppers, would-be baristas 
(training given), food preppers and kitch-
en tidy uppers.  If you would like to join 
the team, meet new friends, be part of 
this fabulous community amenity, please 
let us know, we would be delighted to 
have you. 

Harvest 2016 

  Harvest takes place on Sunday 2nd Oc-
tober. 

  The Church will be open to receive gifts 
on Saturday 1st October from 10.00am till 
11.00am as well as at the morning ser-
vice on Sunday 2nd. The gifts and flow-
ers are given to house-bound mem-
bers and most of the items are sent to the 
food bank at Wester Hailes. If you are not 
sure what to bring dried goods like rice 
and pasta, biscuits, tea, coffee are very 
welcome. Also tinned goods and cereals. 

  Help is needed to deliver the Gifts so 
please come at 2.00pm on Sunday 2nd 
and support the Flower team who will 
have been busy making the Church look 
lovely for our Harvest Service. 



 

 

Balerno, Fairtrade Village! 

  The Fairtrade Foundation has renewed 
until 2018 Balerno’s Fairtrade Village 
status, first awarded in 2013. A huge 
thank you to all who have supported 
Fairtrade, and made this possible; and 
without the help of countless people in 
the Parish Church, who ‘adopted’ the 
Fairtrade Village Group several years 
ago now, it would have been much hard-
er. A list will surely miss vital supporters, 
but you know who you are. Maybe you 
create highly relevant Church services, 
reminding us why this all matters; open, 
shut and take care of the buildings 
where we meet; run an amazing office 
which makes things happen; ‘refresh’ 
everyone with the Guild; attend or help 
at events; give/buy lovely home baking; 
share kitchens, and promote a wide 
Fairtrade range in your cafe; make 
sound systems work; design or print 
posters; run or support Fairtrade stalls; 
make sure our children learn about fair-
ness, and fair trading; run artistic activi-
ties for them and help judge their FT 
competitions; lend noticeboards and 
much else; plan year-round, even when 
your own lives and jobs make you busy 
already; minute meetings; prop up FT 
Group friends and family members; pub-
licise through Facebook, websites, 
Church and village magazines, and lots 
of word-of-mouth. 

  You buy Fairtrade options whenever 
you can, keep encouraging your favour-
ite organisations (both in and beyond our 
Fairtrade Church) to do the same, and 
our shops/cafes to stock them. That’s 
how you’ve helped Balerno stay a 
Fairtrade Village! 

  Why do it? We know already: it isn’t 
right that many of the world’s poorest 
producers help grow our food and still 
can’t be sure of feeding their own fami-
lies year-round.  

 

  As well as urgent crises like the one in 
Malawi, the Fairtrade Foundation warns 
of further risk, from extra economic un-
certainty post-referendum, to these pro-
ducers’ already precarious livelihoods. 

  Balerno Fairtrade (small and friendly) 
Village Group meets again in the Shep-
herd Room at 7.15pm on Tuesday Sep-
tember 6. We’d love you to join us! See 
us on Facebook too. 

Lesley Henderson (449 4484) 

 

Moving On 

  After almost two years with us, Jo Dal-
rymple, the Acorn Project’s Outreach 
Worker is leaving us at the end of Au-
gust having received an invitation to re-
turn to work in another congregation 
where she is also well known. Jo is sor-
ry to be leaving Balerno and we will cer-
tainly miss her lively enthusiasm with 
Messy Church. 

  Over 60 children attended Midsummer 
Madness over a rather tiring week in 
July which made the most of the capaci-
ty that we have for games in the Ogston 
Hall and St Joseph’s. Jo was supported 
by a trio of musicians from Brazil who 
also contributed to Sunday worship but 
thanks also have to go to those who 
helped out with food, games and stories 
and without whom the week would not 
have been a success. 

  We wish Jo every success for the fu-
ture and that God should bless her 
wherever she is working. If you would 
like to contribute to a parting gift to Jo, 
then please put your contribution in with 
the offering on Sunday morning, in an 
envelope marked ‘Acorn Worker’. Alter-
natively, give your contribution to Jen-
nifer in the Church Office by Sunday 
18th September. 



Regular Events 
 

BALERNO MONDAY CLUB 
First and third Monday of every month, 2pm 
St Joseph’s Hall (for details call 449 4751) 
 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
Monday, 7.00pm in the Shepherd Room 
 

GIRLS’ BRIGADE 
Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm  during school termtime 
in the Ogston Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY HOUSE GROUP 
For details call 449 6707 

 

THE GUILD 
Every second Wednesday, 7.30pm in the 
Ogston Hall (October—March) 
 

DINNER DISCUSSION MEETING 
Fourth Wednesday of each month in the St 
Joseph’s Hall (for details call 453 5682) 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Thursday, 7.30pm in the St Joseph’s Hall 
 

THE MILL CAFE 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am-2.00pm in the St 
Joseph’s Hall 
 

PALM CAFÉ 
Last Tuesday of every month, 2:30—4pm in 
the St Joseph’s Hall (August—May) 
 

 

 
 
SUNDAY 
 
Morning worship, 10am in the Church 
 

Sunday Club, 10am in the Ogston Hall 
 

Creche, 10am in the Shepherd Room 
 

Chill@ Church, 6.45pm in the St Joseph’s 
Centre. (school term time) 
www.chillatchurch.weebly.com 
 

 
TEA AND COFFEE  
is served every Sunday in the St Joseph’s 
Hall after Morning Worship  
 

 
 
 

Dates for the diary 
 
 

September 2016 
 
Sun 4th  10.00am  Sunday Worship 
    2.30pm  Afternoon Service 
 
Mon 5th  2.00pm  Monday Club  
   ‘History of the Usher  
   Hall’  ( St Joseph’s) 
 
Fri 9th       7.30pm  BVS  Eddie the Eagle (PG) 
   St Joseph’s)  
 
Sat 10th 10.00am  Peace & Prayer   
   (Church) 
   Farmers’ Market Coffee 
   Morning 
      2.30pm  BVS Zootopia (U)  
   (St Joseph’s) 
      7.30pm  BVS The Revenant (15) 

   (St Joseph’s) 
 
Sun 11th 10.00am  Sunday Worship 
       7.30pm  EvenSpace   
   (note new time)  
    
Sun17th  10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
Mon 19th 2.00pm  Monday Club - Games 
   Afternoon (St Joseph’s)  
 
Tues 20th 6.00pm  Girls’ Brigade resumes 
 
Sun 25th 10.00am  Sunday Worship 
 
Tues 27th 2.30pm  PALM Café (St Joseph’s)  
 
Weds 28th 7.30pm  Music Festival Dinner 
   Discussion meeting   
   (St Joseph’s) 

 

October 2016 

Sun 2nd  10.00am  Harvest Service 
      2.30pm  Afternoon Service 

  



  Funerals 
1st August  Elizabeth Marker 
8th August  Joan McIntosh 
18th August  Robert Locke 

 

 
 

Car Rota 
 

 

4th      Alasdair Ian  Brian 
Sept    Fraser  Gidney  Buchanan    
           449 3535 449 6919 449 5378 
 

11th Judy  Bill  Ken 
Sept Savage  Black  Bisset 
 449 5016 449 6707 449 5812 
 

18th Susan  Christine Anne 
Sept MacDonald Graham Shaw 
 449 5756 449 4181 449 3874 
 

25th Jim  Gordon Anne 
Sept     Goodbrand Speirs  Speirs 
 449 4517 449 6222 449 6222 
 

2nd Ian  Emma  Joan 
Oct Gidney  Crichton Graham 
 449 6919 449 5230 449 2379 
 
 

  If you are unable to do the Sunday you have 
been allocated, please arrange to swap with 
someone else by contacting them direct and 
let the Church Office know.  For all other rotas 
please go to www.balernochurch.org.uk 

Flower Recorder 
Mrs S Mitchell 449 2403 

 
 

           Flower Fund Donors 
  4th September    Mrs P Tait 
11th September    Mrs R Poulter 
18th September    Mrs F Summers/Mrs H Jarvis 
25th September    Mrs C Adam 
  2nd October        Harvest Sunday 

 

Your views matter 
   If you have any feedback, ideas or articles, 
or you would like to receive the magazine by 
email. Contact 
balerno_church_bridge@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Deadline for next issue 
  Copy for the  issue is due by 25th September. 
 
No late submissions please. Please submit a pic-
ture with your article. 
 Please note: the views expressed in this magazine 
are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team, 

Minister or Kirk Session.  
Please recycle me when you’re done! 
BPC is an eco-congregation. 
 

Please consider the costs of producing 
this free magazine and receive it via email 

or read it at balernochurch.org.uk 

Balerno Parish Church  
 

Locum Minister      Church Administrator         Pastoral Care Co-ordinator 
Rev Keith Ross     Jennifer MacDonald 449 7245        Kay Latimer        449 6186     
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Anne Charman    449 5858 Pam McKeon   449 2541        Claire Houston       449 5735 
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Patrick Green  01506 431033            Mill Café Co-ordinartor  
pgreen530@googlemail.com   Rollkeeper          Sandy Taylor      449 7245 
     Craig Dunlop                  449 4317      themillatstjosephs@gmail.com 
Treasurer    stephdunlop73@talktalk.net    
David Booth                   449 3516             Website Updates         
bpc-treasurer@hotmail.com   Fabric Convenor           Martin Petty       449 4175 
      Mike Beattie   449 7228       mpetty712@aol.com  
Organist/Choirmaster   ambeattie@btinternet.com   
Martin Petty                   449 4175     
mpetty712@aol.com   Bridge Editorial & Distribution 
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 www.balernochurch.org.uk    Edinburgh Balerno Church of Scotland Scottish Charity Number SC 018012 


